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HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD 
INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK & LAPBOOK

HOW TO CREATE YOUR NOTEBOOK OR LAPBOOK

You will need:
 •  A printed copy of the notebook/lapbook pages. These can be printed onto white or coloured paper.
 •  Cardboard file folder or notebook/workbook
 •  Pencils or markers
 •  Glue
 •  Scissors

Prepare the File Folder
If using a cardboard file folder, open the folder flat on a firm surface and then fold in each side of the folder to meet 
at the middle. Score the folded edge well.

Create the Cover
Decorate each item with pencils or markers. Cut each item out and glue onto the front of the file folder or the first 
page of your notebook.

Create Flip Flaps
There are six flip flaps (one for each holiday) included in the printable, each with four layers. Cut out the four layers 
for the first holiday and glue them together, using the area above the dotted line as a guide for the glue. Decorate 
the top flap featuring the holiday title. Paste the completed flip flap inside your lapbook (paste three holidays 
neatly inside each side of the front cover flaps you created when folding the file folder) or across two pages of your 
notebook (you should easily fit three holiday flip flaps onto each page of a Letter or A4 sized notebook).

Repeat for each of the six featured holidays.

Holidays Around the World Mapping Activity
Cut out the ‘Holidays Around the World’ banner and glue it to the top of the middle portion of the lapbook or at the 
top of a new page in your notebook. Then, cut out the square containing the world map and glue it underneath the 
title banner.

Compare and Contrast Activity
Glue the Compare & Contrast page to the back of the lapbook file folder or onto a new page in your notebook.

Please note: All Childhood 101 printable documents are for personal use only, you may not use any part of this 
content for commercial purposes-that includes selling the document, giving it away to promote your business 
or website, or printing the file to sell. You may not share, loan or redistribute these documents. Teachers may use 
multiple copies of pages within the document for students within their own classroom.







Kwanzaa 

-----------

Kwanzaa is celebrated December 26 
through January 1. 

I When

-----------

Kwanzaa is an African-American 
celebration of life. It is mostly 

celebrated in the U.S.A. 

IWherel 

-----------

Kwanzaa is a holiday to 

commemorate African heritage, 

during which participants gather 

with family and friends to exchange 

gifts and to light a series of black, 

red, and green candles. These 

candles symbolize the seven basic 

values of African American family 

life: unity, self-determination, 

collective work and responsibility, 

cooperative economics, purpose, 

creativity, and faith. 

I What



Diwali 

-----------

The Diwali festival, which usually 

starts in late October, lasts for five 

fun days. During these celebrations, 

there are lots of feasts, exchanges of 

special Diwali cards and gifts, 

fireworks, and spending time with 

loved ones.

I When

-----------

Diwali (say "de-VAH-lee") is a 

holiday celebrated around the world 

that got its start in India. 

IWherel 

-----------

Diwali, the festival of lights, is a 

major Hindu holiday that pays 

homage to the gods and marks the 

beginning of a new year. Many 

Hindus call upon Lakshmi, the 

goddess of prosperity, by lighting an 

abundance of lamps. Not only do 

these lights welcome the goddess, 

but light is also a Hindu symbol of 

knowledge and everything good in 

the world. 

I What



St. Lucia 

DaYi 

-----------

St. Lucia Day or "Saint Lucy's Day" is 
a holiday that is celebrated on 

December 13. 

I When

-----------

St. Lucia Day is celebrated in several 
countries in Europe. These countries 
include Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 

and Finland. 

IWherel 

-----------

The holiday is in honor of Saint Lucy. On 

this day, young girls (mostly the oldest 

daughter of the house) dress like Saint 

Lucia in a white robe and a crown of 

candles. There are parades, pageants, 

and the girl playing Lucia serves cakes. 

They also sing special songs. 

The Lucia celebrations also include 

ginger snaps and sweet, saffron-flavored 
buns (lussekatter) shaped like curled-up 

cats and with raisin eyes. People eat 

them with glogg or coffee. 

I What



Chinese 

New Year 

-----------

It falls on different dates each year, 

between January 21 and February 

20. 

I When

-----------

The Chinese New Year isn't just 

celebrated in China. Other East 

Asian and Southeast Asian countries 

- such as Korea, Japan, Vietnam, 

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,

Indonesia, Mauritius and the 

Philippines - celebrate, as well. It is 

also popular in Chinatown districts 

around the world. 

IWherel 

-----------

The Chinese New Year is the most 

important of the traditional Chinese 

holidays. Visits to friends and family 

take place during this celebration. 

According to the Chinese calendar, the 

year you were born may determine 

your personality. Every year is 

represented by an animal, and legend 

has it that people born under each 

animal share certain personality traits. 

I What
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